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SUBJECT: NEW PRIME MINISTER FOR NEPAL? 

1. AGAINST INCREASING PRESS CRITICISM OF PRIME MINISTER RIJAL, 

WE ARE AGAIN HEARING RUMORS OF POSSIBLE MAJOR CABINET SHIFTS IN 
GON. MOST RECENT REPORT IS THAT FORMER PM BISTA MIGHT RETURN 
REPLACING RIJAL. WE JUDGE THIS TO BE WITHIN THE RANGE OF 
POSSIBILITY. AND BISTA IS KNOWN TO BE READY AND WILLING. HE 
HAS MAINTAINED HIS LINES TO THE PALACE SINCE HE STEPPED DOWN IN 
JULY, 1973; AND WAS, FOR EXAMPLE, PROMINENTLY FEATURED AS THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE CONSTITUTION DAY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE IN 
DECEMBER GIVING A LENGTHY ADDRESS TO THE ASSEMBLY AT THE 
TUNDIKHEL JUST BEFORE HIS MAJESTY TOOK THE ROSTRUM. 

2. WHETHER OR NOT CHANGE OF PRIME MINISTERS TAKES PLACE, PRINCIPAL 
DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY WILL CONTINUE TO REST IN PALACE. BISTA, 
HOWEVER, IS PERSONABLE AND ARTICULATE POLITICIAN WHO IS CAPABLE OF 
CARRY*NG OUT LIMITED FUNCTIONS PRESENTLY REQUIRED OF A NEPALESE 
PRIME MINISTER. HIS PREVIOUS PERIOD OF OFFICE, HOWEVER, WAS 
MARRED BY SOME SCANDALS AND ALLEGATIONS OF CORRUPTION, AND HIS 
REAPPOINTMENT MIGHT BE SEEN BY SOME NEPALIS AS A WEAKENING ON THE 
KING'S PART IN CAMPAIGN TO GET AT ROOTS OF CORRUPTION IN NEPAL. 
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